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This report outlines work at the Ancient 
House from Jun 08 – Oct 2008 

 
 

 
 
1.  Thetford Treasure exhibition 

 
The Thetford Treasure exhibition has been a 
big success for the Museum and has 
encouraged extra visitors all through its time 
with us.  Visitor numbers are 20 – 30% up on 
last year for the same period.  Linked events 
including talks and events for schools have 
been popular.  Talks for adults have included 
contributions from David Gurney, Robin 
Hanley and from Richard Hobbs of the British 
Museum. 
 

2.  Ancient House and Sikh culture and history 
 
In July, Ancient House hosted a series of Sikh events.  
 
Schools were offered the chance to ‘Seek the 
Maharajah’. Pupils learned about Sikhism, the story of 
the Maharajah Duleep Singh, last Maharajah of the 
Punjab with Thetford connections, and had an 
introduction to Punjabi culture with Bhangra dancing 
and chapatti- making. 
 
The museum also welcomed around 40 Sikh visitors 
who came to Thetford on a day organised by the 

Anglo- Sikh Heritage Trail, following in the footsteps of the Maharajah. 

 

 

If you need this report in large print, audio, Braille, 
alternative format or in a different language please 
contact Glenis Wright on tel 01603 403621 or minicom  
01603 223883 and we will do our best to help. 



3.  Thomas Paine 
Plans continue to mark the Thomas 
Paine bicentenary next year.  As part of 
this project we are working with the 
National Portrait Gallery on the loan of a 
portrait of Paine painted in France by 
Laurent Dabos in the 1790s. 
 
The Friends of the Ancient House have 
this month purchased for the Museum 
two Gilray engravings of Thomas Paine.  
These caricatures mock Paine in the 
period after the publication of Rights of 
Man. One image shows ‘Tommy Paine 
the little American Taylor taking the 
Measure of the CROWN for a new Pair 
of Revolution Breeches. 
 
The Museum has also revised the short film about Paine for visitors.  This is 
now installed for viewing at the Ancient House. 
 
 
 

4.  “Knit and natter”  
 
We have set up a series of “Knit and 
Natter” mornings at the Ancient house for 
people to drop in, knit some mittens (as 
part of the Thomas Paine events next 
year) and enjoy a cup of coffee and a 
chat.  We thought we would only have a 
few people but there is a big demand for 
this!  
 
 

 
 
 

5.  Animation Project 
Pupils from Methwold Primary School have been working on an animation 
project on the subject of ‘Invaders’. A showing of their final film took place at 
Ancient House followed by the opportunity for the pupils to look around the 
museum. 

 



6.  Ancient House participates in town  events: 
 
1 Ancient House opened on Sunday 22 June 
for the Thetford Open Gardens.  The 
museum’s recreated Tudor garden was one of 
30 gardens across Thetford that were open to 
the public. All of the money raised from the 
open gardens went to St Nicholas Hospice 
who provide a range of care services to people 
with life threatening illnesses, their partners, 
families and friends. 
 

 
 
 
 
Dad’s Army anniversary event in 
July 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Ancient House took part  in the town’s Heritage Open Days in 
September and encouraged visitors to take a closer look at building 
materials from the collection.   Here, volunteer Roger Puch explains a point.  
Apparently a Thetford made brick was so strong it broke a special crushing 
machine on display at the 1851 Great Exhibition. 
 
Town Events coming up include the big Switch On of the Christmas Lights 
and next year the Thomas Paine festival, both of which events we are taking 
a full part. 
 

7.  Ancient House as a venue – performance of 
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales 
 
Chaucer’s ‘The Miller’s Tale’  
 
Back by popular demand Dai Jenkins performed 
‘The Miller’s Tale’ at Ancient House. He first 
performed ‘The Miller’s Tale’ last November that 
proved so popular he was asked back. Tickets 
for ‘The Miller’s Tale’ sold fast and the response 
from visitors was very positive. 
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